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 A number of years ago I tried my hand at working with clay to produce pots.  I 

never got very far, but at least I managed to get my hands dirty with a new experience.  I 

recall first being taught by a substitute instructor, who knew pottery very well, but was 

not that good of a teacher.  Since using a wheel is somewhat advanced, the regular 

teacher had told her to start us on what are called coil pots, which means that you roll the 

clay into strips, like snakes, and then coil them around a mold, like a salt box.  By 

stacking them, you form the skeleton of a pot.  However, what she did not add, assuming 

that we would just know this, is that we were supposed to smooth out the coils so that the 

regular bumps were removed, and the outside of the pot was even.  Thus, I simply fired 

my own pot with the coils still visible.  Not knowing what else to do, I had painted the 

figure as if it were a fast food hamburger, with tan for the bun’s top and bottom, brown 

for the burger, red for the tomato and green for the lettuce.  It actually turned out pretty 

well, showing that even the clueless can produce great art.  I should have put it on E-Bay.  

Too bad it got lost in a family move. 

 The liturgy presents us with three images today, one of which is pottery, with 

each one demonstrating one of the three essential aspects of the Christian vocation.  The 

first appears in our gospel reading, a central verse in Saint Matthew, where Jesus says, 

“Every scribe who is learned in the Kingdom of God is like the head of a household who 

can bring from his storeroom both the new and the old.”  Rather than falling into the trap 

that all good things are either contemporary, or traditional, this wise person knows to 

keep an open mind and so to choose the best of the old along with the best of the new.  

This image corresponds to discipleship, where we learn from Jesus and the Church, 

receiving his teachings as the best that the world around us has to offer, be it a  more 

traditional view that abortion is always wrong, or a more modern idea that we need to be 

more environmentally aware.  These notions move us to the second image, also in the 

gospel reading today, that of the dragnet, which picks up all sorts of things from the sea: 

not only fish from the water, but tin cans and old tires from the bottom.  Here we are 

reminded that the first four apostles were fishermen, and that Jesus told them that they 

would now be fishers of men, an enduring image for the work of the apostle, the one who 

takes what he has from Jesus and spreads it to others, thereby expanding the Kingdom of 

God.  We each are called to do this operation, according to where the Lord places us in 

life.  Finally, we return to that image of the potter working with clay at the wheel.  As 

Jeremiah noticed when the Lord sent him there, when an item turned out badly, the potter 

simply squashed the clay together and reworked in into something new.  The Lord then 

enlightened the prophet that this is how he deals with Israel, and by implication with each 

individual believer, kneading us like bread dough until we are shaped properly.  Here we 

arrive at the sacrificial aspect of the Christian vocation, where we join Jesus in his 

passion, allowing the Father to form us in the image of his Son, even when it means the 

pain of giving up sin and growing in virtue.  Thus does each concrete image teach us 

something about our lives, so that recalling the image can help us understand the reality 

of what we need to do each day as followers of Jesus. 

 As it happens, one of our saints this week, Peter Julian Eymard, takes these ideas 

into a new dimension.  He was a 19
th

-century French priest known for his Eucharistic 

devotion.  Indeed, so much did he encourage things like children receiving their first 



communion at a young age, the faithful receiving communion frequently, and 

worshipping Jesus outside Mass in the Blessed Sacrament through the Forty Hours 

devotion, that he has come to be called the Apostle of the Eucharist.  Well, as we 

consider this sacrament, we see all three elements of our tripartite vocation reflected in it.  

For instance, in receiving communion, and then placing ourselves in the divine presence 

in church at other parts of the day, we prove to be good disciples, receptive to the graces 

that Jesus wants to give us in this way, particular blessings that can come to us in no 

other manner.  Then, at the end of Mass, when we are sent by the deacon or priest into the 

world for the next week, that very sending reminds us that we are meant to take the 

sacred presence into our families and workplaces, being apostles of the Kingdom 

according to our life circumstances.  Finally, the very fact that the Mass re-presents the 

saving sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross is a mystical way of being united to that sacrifice, 

through which we offer our entire lives to the Father for the salvation of the world.  

Clearly, then, we are Eucharistic people, since by regular and devout reception of, and 

devotion to, the Eucharist, we turn increasingly into Other Christs, and so become the 

bread of heaven that the Father seeks to share with the world, the new manna through 

which Jesus nourishes society and brings them to explicit faith in himself. 

 We Christians have a high vocation in Jesus, as he seeks to touch others in the 

world through us.  It is an impossible calling, humanly speaking; but Jesus assures us of 

his divine help.  Let us, then, turn to him regularly, not only at Mass, but also through 

both visits to church during the day to spend just five minutes with Jesus in the 

tabernacle, and spiritual communion from home or work in our hearts, when we tell Jesus 

that we desire to be with his Eucharistic presence, even if our responsibilities do not 

permit it right now, so that we can make the words of our responsory today, Psalm 146, 

our own: “Happy he whose help is the God of Israel, whose hope is in the Lord his God, 

who made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them.”  It is this same God whom 

we shall shortly receive under the form of bread and wine; when we leave the church 

building, let us not forget that we carry Jesus into the world in our hearts.  In this way, we 

allow God the Father to form us from clay into great works of art, saints who will one 

day be placed into his ceramic museum in heaven. 


